
Quality books to read before the end of Reception

Each Peach Pear
Plum

Picture rich text

Janet and Allen 
Ahlberg

Each beautifully 
illustrated page 
encourages young 
children to interact with 
the picture to find the 
next fairy tale and 
nursery rhyme character.

Author study
We’re going on 
a Bear Hunt

poetry

Michael Rosen An award winning book 
with
lots of fun and 
interactive repetition.

Room on a 
Broom

Julia Donaldson A beautifully illustrated 
story with a strong sense
of rhyme, a familiar 
element of repetition, 
interesting characters, 
and a nice plot twist at 
the end.

Author study
Little Red Riding 

Hood 

Traditional

Mike Gordon Timeless traditional tale

Peace at Last Jill Murphy The familiar noises, 
repetition and beautiful 
illustrations make this 
delightful picture book 
an all-time favourite with
children everywhere.
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Aliens Love 
Underpants

Humorous

Claire 
Freedman 

This humorous tale 
describes how aliens, 
rather than visiting Earth 
to take over the planet, 
really visit to steal your 
pants.

Cinderella

Traditional

Retold by
Ronne Randell

A perfect introduction to 
a timeless and treasured 
story, with amusing 
pictures and lots of funny
rhyhm and rhyme to 
delight young children.  
Ideal for reading aloud 
and for shring.

The Rainbow 
Fish

Marcus Pfister Children's picture book; 
the book is best known 
for its message about 
selfishness and sharing 
and for the distinctive 
shiny foil scales of the 
Rainbow Fish

Alternative setting

Stick Man Julia Donaldson Modern fiction picture 
book.
Children's rhyming 
picture book; the book 
demonstrates 
determination and take 
the reader through the 4 
British seasons

The Smartest 
Giant in Town

Julia Donaldson Modern fiction picture 
book
The moral of this story is 
that it's not what you 
have that matters, but 
what you do for other 
people that really counts.
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