
Quality books to read before the end of Nursery 2

The Little Red 
Hen

fable

Michael Foreman The Little Red Hen is an 
American fable first 
collected by Mary Mapes
Dodge in St. Nicholas 
Magazine in 1874. The 
story is meant to teach 
children the importance 
of hard work and 
personal initiative.

The Gingerbread
Man

Rhyme and 
repeated 
refrains

Based on story by 
Jim Ayeslworth

A folktale.

Lovely repetitive tale 
invites children to think 
about who they trust and
making choices.

Owl Babies Martin Waddell A beautifully illustrated, 
best-selling modern 
classic.
A safe and secure 
opportunity to explore 
separation anxiety and 
the worries that children 
naturally experience.

Setting study
Goldilocks and 
the three bears

Traditional

British fairy tale, 
introducing how our 
actions may affect 
others.

Setting study

The Three Billy 
Goats Gruff

Norwegian folktale 
introducing the moral 
‘not to be greedy’.

Setting study
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Quality books to read before the end of Nursery 2

Little Red 
Riding Hood

Based on story 
by Brothers 
Grimm

European fairy tale.
Opportunity to explore 
stranger danger.

Jack and the 
Beanstalk

Based on Joseph
Jacobs 

collection

English fairy tale.
Opportunity to explore 
taking risks, listening to 
your mother, making 
choices, taking 
something that is not 
yours, right and wrong

The Very 
Hungry 
Caterpillar

Picture rich 
text

Eric Carle An endearing story of a 
caterpillar’s 
metamorphosis into a 
butterfly.

Lots of counting and 
food vocabulary in this 
interactive text.

Monkey Puzzle

Picture rich 
text

Julia Donaldson A beautifully 
illustrated, charming 
and witty story about 
jungle animals from 
this well-loved 
author.

Continues author 
study.

The Three 
Little Pigs

Fable
Traditional tale

Based on
English Fairy 
Tales by Joseph 
Jacobs

Traditional tale with 
repetitive refrains.
The primary moral lesson
learned from “The Three 
Little Pigs” is that hard 
work, dedication and 
taking your time, pay off.
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