
Quality books to read before the end of Nursery 1

Each Peach Pear 
Plum

Nick Sharratt Clever and simple keyhole 
book that encourages 
young children to join in 
with the repeated refrains

Humorous poetry for 
children

We’re going on a 
Bear Hunt

poetry

Michael Rosen An award winning book 
with
lots of fun and interactive 
repetition.

Owl Babies Martin Waddell A beautifully illustrated, 
best-selling modern classic.

Setting study

Goldilocks and 
the three bears

Traditional

British fairy tale, 
introducing how our 
actions may affect others.

Setting study

The Tiger who 
came to tea

Judith Kerr Classic picture book in a 
familiar setting
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Quality books to read before the end of Nursery 1

Where’s Spot? Eric Hill The original lift the flap 
tale containing wild 
animal vocabulary.

Dear Zoo Rod Campbell Classic lift-the-flap book, 
introducing children to 
different zoo animals in 
the quest to find the 
perfect pet

The Very 
Hungry 
Caterpillar

Picture rich 
text

Eric Carle An endearing story of a 
caterpillar’s 
metamorphosis into a 
butterfly.

Lots of counting and food
vocabulary in this 
interactive text.

Walking 
Through The 
Jungle

Picture rich 
text

Julie Lacome Beautifully illustrated 
picture book.

Rhyme and repetition 
make learning fun in this 
terrain-traversing title 
that encourages 
movement and reinforces
animal sounds.

Brown Bear, 
Brown Bear,
What Do You 
See?

Bill Martin, Jnr A book illustrated by Eric 
Carle, the book is 
designed to help toddlers
associate colors and 
meanings to objects
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