
 

Quality books to read before the end of Year 5 
 

 

How To Train your 
Dragon 
 
Fantasy 

Cressida Cowell 
 
Renowned author  

A best selling series that 
inspired a popular film.  
Enjoyed by boys and girls 
alike. 
 
 

 

The Boy at the 
Back of The Class 
 
International 

Onjali Q. Rauf  
 
Author of colour 

Told with heart and humour, 
The Boy at the Back of the 
Class is a child's perspective 
on the refugee crisis, 

Winner of various literature 
awards 
PSHE/JIGSAW  
BRITISH VALUES 

 

Ultimate Football 
Heroes 

 
Sport Biography 

Matt and Tom 
Oldfield 
 
Sports writers 

A fun, action-packed series of 
biographies that tell the 
exciting life stories of the 
world's greatest footballers, 
from Maradona through to 
Messi, from Beckham through 
to Kane. 
Engaging for reluctant (boy) 

readers. PSHE/JIGSAW  

BRITISH VALUES 

 

 
Fantasy series: 
 
The Dream 
Snatcher 
 
The Night Spinner 
 
The Shadow 
Keeper 
 

Abi Elphinstone 
 

This exceptional novel is 
packed with adventure, magic 
and humour. An enchanting 
and fast-paced read. 
 

 

Street Child 
 
 
Historical 

Berlie Doherty 
 
English novelist, and 
a double Carnegie 
medal winner 

 
This classic text brings alive 
the brutalities and hardships 
for an orphaned boy living in 
1860’s London. 
 
Links with History 
PSHE/JIGSAW 

 



Quality books to read before the end of Year 5 
 
 

 

Planet Omar 
 
Cultural Humour 

Zanis Mian 
 
Author of colour 

An hilarious text with fantastic 
cartoon-style illustrations. 
Based on the life of an 
imaginative Muslim boy, this 
book offers many 
opportunities for morals, 
religion, beliefs and friendship 
to be explored. 

 

Wolf Wilder 
 
International 
Adventure 

Katherine Rundell 
 
Notable English 
author 

A story of revolution and 
adventure, about standing up 
for the things you love and 
fighting back. Set in Russia. 
 
PSHE/JIGSAW 
Geography links 
 

 

When We Were 
Warriors 
 
Historical 

Emma Carroll 
 
Much Loved 
children’s author 

Set in World War Two, Emma 
Carroll explores the 
resilience, resourcefulness 
and inventiveness of children 
when their lives fall to pieces. 
 
HISTORY – linked to war 
poetry 
PSHE/JIGSAW 
BRITISH VALUES 

 

Wonder 
 
 
 

R. J. Palacio 
 
 
critically acclaimed 
author 

A heart-warming modern 
novel of issues and 
acceptance.  
Reading modelled in class as 
part of class novel then 
continued independently. 
PSHE/JIGSAW 
BRITISH VALUES 
Space topic - Science 

 

Hetty Feather 
 
Historical 

Jacqueline Wilson An utterly original take on a 
historical novel, set in 
Victorian times and featuring 
a brand new feisty heroine, 
Hetty Feather.  This book is  
warm, moving, funny and 
totally fascinating,  
Links to HISORY (Victorians) 
PSHE/JIGSAW 

 


