
 

Quality books to read before the end of Year 2 
 

 

Where The Wild 
Things Are 
 
Picture rich text 

Maurice Sendak Modelled in class and 
continued independently. 
 
PSHE/JIGSAW 

 

The Bog Baby 
 
Picture rich text 

Jeanne Willis  
Gwen Millward 

Two sisters find a Bog 
Baby but when he gets 
sick he must go back to 
the wild. Although they 
want to keep him, such is 
their love for him that they 
set him free- 
PSHE/JIGSAW 
British Values  

 

Jack and the 
Beanstalk  
 
Picture rich text 
 

Richard Walker 
Niamh Sharkey  
Richard Hope 

A quirky take on the 
traditional tale...with a 
promise of adventure!  
 
This new paperback 
edition includes online 
access to the audiobook 
performed by British actor 
Richard Hope 
 
PSHE/JIGSAW – 
dreams/goals 

 

Silly Billy 
 
Picture rich text 

Anthony Browne A truly classic picture book 
to reassure anxious 
youngsters. 
 
PSHE/JIGSAW – worries 
and wellbeing 

 

The Lighthouse 
Keepers Lunch 
 
Picture rich text 

Ronda & David  
Armitage 

A modern picture book 
classic that is loved by 
children everywhere. 
 
PSHE/JIGSAW 
British values 
Geograhy - seaside 
 
English – setting/plot 

 



Quality books to read before the end of Year 2 
 

 

The Worst 
Witch 
 
Fantasy 
Humour 

Jill Murphy Magic and mayhem in a 
girls’ boarding school. 
Short chapters to 
encourage independent 
reading. 
 
PSHE/JIGSAW 

 

You Can’t 
Catch Me! 
 
Poetry 

Michael Rosen 
 

Children's 
Laureate from 
2007 to 2009.  

A collection of poems 
about children, families, 
dogs, and life. 
Fun and interactive poetry 

 

 
Mr Majeika 
 
Fantasy 
 
 
 
 
 

Humphrey 
Carpenter 

Fun and adventure when a 
magical teacher takes over 
the class. 
 
A lively book for new, 
independent readers. 
 
 

 

Esio Trot 
 
Fantasy 

Roald Dahl 
 

Well- loved 
British Novelist 

A wonderful story full of 
humour and inventiveness 
with lots of crazy 
vocabulary to explore. 
 
 
Author study continues in 
Year 3. 

 

Horrid Henry 
& The 
Abominable 
Snowman 
 
Humorous 

Francesca 
Simon 
 
Best selling 
author 

A hilarious and totally 
brilliant book that 
encourages new or 
reluctant readers to 
explore this well- loved 
series. 
PSHE 

 

 


