
 

Quality books to read before the end of Year 1 
 

 

The Gruffalo 
 
Picture rich text 

Julia Donaldson 
CBE  
English writer, 
playwright and 
performer, and 
the 2011–2013 
Children's 
Laureate 

Based around short 
rhymes and repetitive 
structure this picture rich 
text is a fun book to read 
aloud. 
 
Author study 

 

FunnyBones 
 
Picture rich text 

Janet  and Allan 
Ahlberg 
 

An amusing story of the 
adventures of three 
skeletons, 
Lots of fun and interactive 
repetition. 

 

Owl Babies 
 
Picture rich text 

Martin Waddell Owl Babies offers a safe 
and secure opportunity to 
explore separation 
anxiety and the worries 
that children naturally 
experience. The story 
allows children to look at 
the situation of a parent 
going away through the 
eyes of Sarah, Percy and 
Bill and explore their own 
feelings. 
Links to PSHE/JIGSAW  

 

Whatever Next 
 
Picture rich text 

Jill Murphy A brilliant story about 
creativity and 
imagination. 

 

PEEPO! Janet and Allan 
Ahlberg 

An interactive text that 
follows a baby through 
the day. A series of holes 
peeping through to the 
next page gives a hint of 
what is to come. 
(prediction) 
 
Continues author study 

 



Quality books to read before the end of Year 1 
 

 

The Gruffalo’s  
Child 
 
Picture rich 
text 

Julia 
Donaladson 
CBE  
English writer, 
playwright and 
performer, and 
the 2011–2013 
Children's 
Laureate 

A sequel to The Gruffalo, 
this fun and engaging 
poetical text is 
imaginative, expressive 
colourful and beautifully 
illustrates the forest at 
night. 
 
Continues author study 

 

Hairy Maclary 
 
Poetic 
narrative 
Picture rich 
text 

(Dame) Lynley 
Dodd 

 
Award winning 
New Zealand 
author 

 

A fabulous book full of 
rhyme, repetition and 
rhythm – and funny 
animals!  
 
Fun and interactive. 

 

Superworm 
 
Picture rich 
text 

Julia Donaldson 
CBE  
English writer, 
playwright and 
performer, and 
the 2011–2013 
Children's 
Laureate 

Superworm is super 
strong and super long. 
He wiggles along the 
animal land to different 
creatures and helps them 
in their time of need.  A 
positive role model for all. 
 
Continues author study 
PSHE/JIGSAW 

 

 
The Jolly 
Postman 
 
Picture rich 
text 

 
Janet and Allan 
Ahlberg 

An excellent interactive 
book which introduces 
young children to 
different forms of writing 
(letters, postcards, 
greetings cards etc.) 
The repeated phrases 
are comforting, as are 
the clever references to 
traditional tales.  
 
Continues author study 

 

Hairy Maclary’s 
Rumpus at the 
Vets 
 
Picture rich 
text 

 
(Dame) Lynley 
Dodd 

 
Award winning 
New Zealand 
author 
 

A hilarious book that 
introduces children to 
animals at the vets. 
Lots of fun with 
interactive rhyming 
phrases. 
 
Continues author study. 
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