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The Valley Community School 

 
Our Vision Statement 
 

“A world class centre of outstanding learning” 
 
To achieve this, we: 

 
 are embracing the principles of lifelong learning, best use of new technology 

and “visible learning” 
 

 are developing an international understanding of our place in the world 
 

 are developing leaders and critical thinkers of tomorrow 
 

 are meeting the requirements of the National Curriculum 2014 
 
 
School Mission Statement 

 

“Together we’re better” 
 
Our guiding principles are: 

 
 we work closely with our community 
 

 we broaden our pupils’ perspectives 
 

 we teach understanding and respect for others 
 

 we value everyone’s abilities and support each other 
 
 

Our core values: 

Acceptance 
Fairness 
Trust 

Equality 
Respect 

 
 
 



 

Meeting requirements: 
 
Since September 2014 the school has been meeting the requirements of the National 
Curriculum 2014.  
 
Assessment: 
 
Within Science, assessment will be two-fold and based on key learning milestones, 
as set out within the International Primary Curriculum (‘IPC’) and also the mastery of 
expectations specific to each year group, as exemplified within the National 
Curriculum and its subsidiary guidance.  
 
The school feels strongly that there is a need to develop both global citizenship and, 
where possible, teach the fundamental principles of British Citizenship.  
 
This encompasses: 

 a sense of fair play 

 tolerance 

 duty and remembrance 

 respect 

 values 

 ethics 

 belonging 

 contributing to and supporting all our local communities 

 perseverance 

 
In Upper Key Stage 2, a sense of “Britishness” is embodied in the strong links 
between the school and the Pre-Duke of Edinburgh-Adventure Service Challenge 
(ASC) projects, which helps pupils to see their role in the community, where the 
curriculum overlaps in these areas opportunities are seized. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Science Policy 

Principles of Science Teaching at the Valley School 

We know that outstanding Science teaching and learning is happening when:  

 Learners are engaging in dialogue and beginning to lead their own 

investigations. 

 Learners are active and engaged in their learning. 

 Learners make links between their experiences and other subject areas. 

 Learners can investigate, experiment and explain their ideas. 

 
At the Valley Community School we believe that: 
 

 “A high-quality science education provides the foundations for understanding 
the world through the specific disciplines of biology, chemistry and physics. 
Science has changed our lives and is vital to the world’s future prosperity, and 
all pupils should be taught essential aspects of the knowledge, methods, 
processes and uses of science. Through building up a body of key 
foundational knowledge and concepts, pupils should be encouraged to 
recognise the power of rational explanation and develop a sense of 
excitement and curiosity about natural phenomena. They should be 
encouraged to understand how science can be used to explain what is 
occurring, predict how things will behave, and analyse causes.” (Science NC 
2014). 

 
Science is a core subject and forms an important part of our curriculum at the Valley 
School. 
 
Scientific teaching and learning in the Foundation Stage forms part of the cross 
curricular work throughout.  As part of developing children’s understanding of the 
world, children have experiences that introduce the concept of time and change. 
They explore patterns and routines and should be able to explore and discover the 
world around them. 
 
In Key Stages One and Two scientific learning is a more skills-based, cross-curricular 
approach in line with the International Primary Curriculum.   
 
The knowledge, skills and understanding, and the breadth of study to be developed 
in Key Stages One and Two are based primarily upon the International Primary 
Curriculum and cover all aspects of the new National Curriculum with additional 
elements in some year groups to ensure full NC coverage. 
 
Assessment 
 
In the Foundation Stage, science assessment forms part of The World in the 
Foundation Stage Profile. 
 
In Key Stages 1 and 2 assessment will be two-fold and based on key learning 
milestones, as set out within the International Primary Curriculum (‘IPC’) and also the 
mastery of expectations specific to each year group, as exemplified within the 
National Curriculum and its subsidiary guidance.  



 

 
Resources 
 
Science resources, particularly topic boxes, are stored in the Green Zone Year Two 
resource area. Some resources are stored in Key Stage Two in relevant year groups.   
 
Visits and Visitors 
 
At The Valley School we recognise the importance of visits to places of scientific 
interest e.g. MOSI, Eureka and of visitors into school to bring scientific learning to life 
and to give it the WOW factor.  We also have links with the local secondary schools, 
the museum and library and the STEM centre at Bolton College. We are part of the 
Ogden Trust 
 
Staff must refer to our ‘Educational Visits Policy and Guidelines’ when taking children 
on trips.  This provides important information such as the need for at least the trip 
leader to make a pre-visit to the site of the proposed trip, the need for a risk 
assessment to be undertaken to assess any potential or real hazards the minimum 
ratio of staff: children which varies according to the age of the children on the trip and 
the need for parental permission. 
 
Inclusion 
 
In accordance with the school’s overall policy science is to be an inclusive subject.  
The work is to be tailored to meet the needs of all children.  With this in mind, staff 
planning work should take into account the particular needs of specific children.  It 
may be necessary to alter planned work to include all.  A multi-sensory approach 
should be adopted.  Lateral thinking has to be employed to ensure all children 
receive their full entitlement. 
 
ESL Children 
 
Cultural/ethnic/religious diversity must also be taken into account when planning 
work.  With younger children or late arrivals, bi-lingual support may well be needed to 
support learning and to ensure concepts are grasped.  Staff must be sensitive to the 
needs of all in this regard. 
 
Computing 
 
Computing is a valuable tool to enhance teaching and learning in science, and 
scientific work can provide a relevant and purposeful way of practising computing 
skills too, such as research and presentation of facts, data, findings etc. 
 
Access to the Internet, CD ROMs, and DVDs can be used to make scientific teaching 
and learning more exciting. 
 
ICT equipment such as iPads, cameras and video can also be used by both children 
and teachers to gather information. 
 
Equal Opportunities and Inclusion statement 
 
The school is committed to ensuring every child irrespective of race, gender, ability 
and disability, culture and religion achieves their absolute maximum potential. 
 
Community Cohesion 



 

 
The school sees community cohesion as being implicit in everything that the school 
does in developing well rounded and knowledgeable individuals who not only tolerate 
the views of others but value the importance of diversity. 
 


